
My son, my sun. 
My son’s sun - setting on the waves of the sea. 

My sun setting in the wind of the pines. 
My sun is seen through my son’s sun. 

I love my son.Sunset in the Cypress Trees; 2016
Oak Tree & Ste. Victoire in Golden Morning Light; 2015 - Oil on Canvas - 30” x 24”



Briggs Whiteford Studio presents

An Evening of Art and Spirit 
with Aperitif and Sunset Viewing

Featuring Recent Works
by

Jill Steenhuis
and 

Sergio Ruffato
Including a presentation:

Art, Soul and Destiny: An Artist’s Journey from America to Provence

Thursday, April 21, 2016
5:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Coffee & Mimosas 
Friday & Saturday, April 22 - 23

At the Briggs Whiteford Studio
25019 Pacific Coast Highway

Malibu, CA 90265

RSVP : Briggs Whiteford mbwhiteford@gmail.com
Questions: Marjorie Whiteford 914-841-7052

Valet parking available

Sergio Ruffato

Franco-American artist, Sergio Ruffato, born and raised in Aix en 
Provence, received his BFA from the Savannah College of Art and 
Design in 2012. His thesis show entitled Common Forms took 
place in Atlanta, Georgia, at the Granite Room Gallery, which was 
his first solo show. He was then nominated for the International 
Sculpture Center Outstanding Student Achievement Award 
and selected to participate in the Fifty Years: Orly Air Crash 
Remembered Exhibition at the Millennium Gate in Atlanta, 
GA. Then he returned to Southern France to practice sculpture, 
lithography and painting in the inspiring landscapes of Provence. 
Recently he was able to set up his own studio in the heart of 
Marseille's historic center, where he now works and exhibits in the 
same space. Sergio Ruffato is an upcoming artist to watch and an 
ambassador between France and the United States through his art.

Jill Steenhuis
Jill Steenhuis, an Atlanta native, has been living in the south of France for the past 35 years. 
Jill earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts at Sweet Briar College in 1980. Following graduation, 
she enrolled in The Leo Marchutz School of Painting and Drawing in Aix-en-Provence, which 
follows in the tradition of Cézanne.

Cézanne’s Mt. Ste. Victoire paintings are what inspired Jill to go to France in 1980. Jill grew up in 
Atlanta and graduated from Pace Academy. She spent her summers at Camp DeSoto on Lookout 
Mountain. “Love came to me on the Mountain at camp. It reached out to me in song, in contact 
with nature and in the spirit of others. The Mountain I held in my heart took on a visual and 
mystical appearance when I discovered Cézanne’s mountain paintings.” Jill has made painting 
her “habit of being”. Her passion for art, nature and the spiritual side of life is contagious. 

Jill works directly from nature en plein-air. “Nature is my dancing partner and we are waltzing 
together to bring into being a new creation – one with sound and movement and wild brush 
strokes, expressing a new poetry – one that is half human, half divine. Art exists to make one 
taste the eternal.”

Jill also hosts week-long workshops near her home in Aix-en-Provence, rounding out her schedule 
with two annual trips to the United States for charitable shows, exhibitions, and lectures. She 
will be participating in the Olmsted Plein-Air Invitational for the second time April 26 – May 1, 
2016 and in the Cashiers Plein-Air Festival – July 12-16.

Her book Art, Soul & Destiny, with an introduction by Michael Shapiro, the former Director 
and Curator of the High Museum in Atlanta, GA is a retrospective of 30 years of painting and 
includes, her poetry, proses and letters about the creative process and her spiritual journey. 

Jill has appeared on “Good Morning America” and served as the Cézanne specialist for the 
Smithsonian Institute at the 100th anniversary of this Master’s death in 2006. Her work has 
been acquired by private collectors and museums, including the Huntsville Museum of Art. In 
1997 Jill was the featured artist for the Huntsville Museum of Art Gala. She was a fellow at the 
VCCA (Virginia Center of Creative Arts) and an artist resident at the Spring Island Trust in 
South Carolina 2009.

Jill has exhibited solo shows in New York City, Greenwich, Atlanta, Chicago, Washington DC, 
Dallas, Houston, Aix-en-Provence, Paris and Melbourne, Australia. Noted collectors include the 
late Mr. Peter Jennings of ABC Evening News; the late Mr. Douglas C. Billian, former owner/
publisher of Art and Antiques Magazine; the late Mr. Robert Shaw of the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra; Mr. and Mrs. James A. Baker III of Houston; the late Mr. Roger Milliken of Milliken 
Textiles; Mr. Benjamin Hardaway III (Master of American Foxhounds Association); The Federal 
Reserve Bank of Georgia; Mr. and Mrs. Dikembe Mutombo; Mr. and Mrs. Dan Amos of AFLAC 
(collectors of American Impressionist and Post-Impressionist Art); Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Land.

 The artist resides in an old, country house in Aix-en-Provence with her husband, where together 
they raised 3 Franco-American sons.


